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Great Family Day out in Na Fianna to mark 125 
years of the GAA 

 

Na Fianna, Glasnevin, Drumcondra and Phibsboro’s local Club, marked 125 years of the GAA with a great family 
day out on the 10th of May.  Na Fianna used the occasion of “Lá na gClub” to open the club to the local community. 
Visitors and members alike were treated to an exciting programme of games and cultural activities which were en-
joyed by all in glorious sunshine. 
 
Cic and Puc Fada competitions proved very popular as did the obstacle course race, fun drills in football, hurling 
and camogie, as well as the handball and target practice. In the middle of the afternoon a parade led by piper, Noel 
Kelly and Lucy Collins, Drumcondra, Aisling Freir, Sean Gray and Eoghan Meleady, all of Glasnevin, who are cap-
tains of the under 16 teams marched around the club grounds along with all the mentors who took part in the nov-
elty match that afternoon. This was a great spectacle and a big hit with the younger guests (many who had had 
their faces painted expertly by Gearóidín O’Neill and her great team of helpers!) who all joined in.  
 
The mentor’s match, which rounded off the day, was the highlight for many. Máirtín Mac Con Iomaire confessed 
that he hadn’t played in 25 years! However that didn’t deter him or many of the others more ‘senior players’ who 
treated us all to an energetic display of football and hurling skill which was expertly commentated upon by Johnny 
Quinn.   
 
After all the sporting activities our club members and guests were treated to the best of Irish traditional music and 
song featuring Tom Flaherty, Ger Flanagan, Jim Aughney and Mick Flanagan. 
 
Gerry Donohoe, Cathaoirleach of Na Fianna thanked all for the great turn out from members and the many local 
people who took part in all the fun. Pat Montague, PRO for the Club invited anyone who would like their child to join 
a team in Na Fianna, to contact James Mangan (Club Coach) on 087 635 2843. 
 
Finally, a big thanks to all the Committee who assisted with Lá na gClub: 
 
Pat Montague; Niamh O’Carroll; Gráinne Brophy; Yvonne Duggan; Aoife Moloney; Fergal Brophy; Manus McAleer; 
James Mangan; Ann Ryan; Liz O’Brien. 
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We are setting up a new 
team… will you join? 

 
This was the challenge 
Pillar Caffrey (pictured 
below with Cathaoirleach 
Gerry Donohoe) gave to 
all Na Fianna members 
to come on board to loan 
the club €1,000 each 
towards the cost of our 
new all weather pitch, 
training wall and hand-
ball alley. As expected 
members were well up to 
this challenge and to 
date over €210,000 in 
the bank and more 
promised.  So, already 
we have achieved our 
goal of raising the 
money necessary to 
have a new all weather 
facilities for all players in 
place in time for training 
this Autumn. 

 
Details of the 
new all weather 
facilities and the 
loan scheme are 
still available on 
the club website. 
Further informa-
tion is available 
from Finbar Gaff-
ney, Chairman of 
the loan scheme 
committee (087 

242 7690).  Cheques can be given to any member of the 
Committee or dropped into the Club Office. 

Na Fianna Helps Launch ‘Caman 
Get a Grip’ 

 

Some young Na Fianna players recently helped the 
Camogie Association’s President, Liz Howard, to 
launch 'Caman Get A Grip' and 'Caman Get Hooked' 
at Croke Park.  Accompanying Liz Howard in the 
picture are, from left, Ellen Healy, Amy McCarville, 
Sarah Montgomery, Catherine Reardon and Katie 
McAdam. 
 
——————————————————————— 
 

Na Fianna Fundraising Event 
in Harolds Cross 

 
On 13th of March last, Na Fianna held a family fund-
raising event at Harolds’ Cross Stadium. It was the 
club’s first “big night out at the dogs” and, as it 
proved to be a huge success, we hope it will not be 
the last.  
 
Members, their family and friends of all ages were 
invited to attend. There was an enormous turn out 
as people came in their droves to support the occa-
sion, raising almost €11,000 for Na Fianna. Many 
members who could not attend on the night contrib-
uted by purchasing raffle tickets for the Buster Draw. 
 
Whether dining in style or munching on sausages 
and chips, a fantastic night of fun and entertainment 
was had by all. Each race, from the first to the last, 
brought with it frantic roars of encouragement and 
shrieks of excitement as adults and children alike 
urged “their dog” to cross the finish line first.  
 
The eighth race of the night was the Buster Draw 
race for which there was a €1,000 cash prize for the 
lucky person who held the ticket with the correct or-
der in which the dogs finished. There were also a 
further 12 raffle prizes to be won which were gener-
ously donated by local businesses.  
 
Our race sponsors on the night included Robert 
Roberts, Donegan & Associates, C&C International 
and Bandwidth Telecommunications among others. 
The Na Fianna fundraising event in Harolds’ Cross 
Stadium proved to be a great night out for all the 
family and one we can look forward to again in the 
future. A big thank you is owed to everyone who 
supported the event and contributed to its great suc-
cess. 

Computerised Image of New All-Weather pitch 



 
 
 

A Great Day at the Races 
 
Tuesday, April 28th saw Na Fianna’s third annual Race Day at Punchestown. The event was 
inaugurated in 2007 as a corporate fund-raising event to assist with the general financing of 
the club’s activities.  
 
Bernie Caffrey again led the team of members who organised the event. Her committee agonised before deciding to 
go ahead with this year’s race day, as there were genuine concerns that selling the event to corporate supporters in 
the current climate would be a very difficult challenge. And so it turned out to be, but while we did not repeat the 
numbers of previous years, the event was a great success, mainly due to the support of a significant number of club 
members and everybody who attended, had a great day’s entertainment.  
 
The day started with brunch in the club provided by our in-house caterer Aidan Irwin. All the race-goers were then 
transported to the Na Fianna Pavillion in Punchestown for the first day of its National Hunt Festival.  
 
Having dined on arrival, the attendance then enjoyed a great afternoon’s entertainment featuring obviously the 
seven exciting National Hunt races but also great sport was had in the selection of the Best Dressed Lady and our 
auction for Munster and Ireland rugby jerseys kindly donated and signed by Paul O’Connell, nephew of our own 
Martin Quilty. The princely sum of €2,500 was raised by the Auction. We returned to Mobhi Road for entertainment 
provided by the Tom Flaherty trio, which variously became a quartet and more during the course of the evening.  
 
The event proved to be a profitable event and great credit is due to the committee who were brave enough to have a 
cut at keeping the event going as part of our annual calendar of events. Particular kudos has to go to Rachel Quinn, 
who ran the show on the day like clockwork and to Aoife Moloney, our DCU intra student currently on placement 
with the club. The usual stalwarts of John Quinn, Paul McCarville, John Mangan, Joe Devins, Declan O’Sullivan, 

Gerry Donohoe also more than played their part in putting the event together  
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Facilities Campaign 
 

will be continuing to meet, with institutions in the area 
that have pitches or land that we feel could be of use 
to us.   
 
Where to Next? 
 
Over the next period the club’s Executive will be inten-
sifying its efforts to get additional playing and training 
facilities. The public representatives are aware that we 
will be updating our membership on developments in 
this area on a regular basis between now and next 
year's local elections. 
 
This is where you come in.  Carefully read this part of 
the newsletter and cut it out and keep it somewhere 
handy.  Make sure any public representatives and 
canvassers who call to your door know that you want 
to see action taken to address our looming facilities 
crisis.We encourage members to raise the question of 
facilities with those canvassing their votes in the com-
ing days. The councillors/TDs are vitally important in 
terms of access to facilities and given their influence 
over planning. 
 

What can you do? 
 
All of the current public representatives are already 
aware of Na Fianna’s campaign but the more often it 
is raised by our members and supporters on the 
ground the higher the issue will move up the priority 
list and the more likely action will take place. So when 
a canvasser calls, be polite – most candidates have 
been providing us with support – and tell them that 
you are concerned about the need for greater facilities 
for the club’s young members.  Also inform them that 
you will be tracking this issue over the period ahead 
and want to see action taken to deliver new facilities. 
Specifically we are asking for: 
 
Short Term 

· Replacement for Albert College (URGENT) 
· Another Juvenile Pitch 
· Another Adult Pitch (Grass) 
 

Medium Term 

· A Floodlit All-Weather Pitch (Adult) 
· Another Juvenile Pitch 
· An area for playing “Go Games” 
 
It’s important to be aware that all canvassers take 
note of issues raised with them on the doorsteps.  The 
more often an issue is brought up by voters the more 
likely it is to be acted upon.  On this basis we would 
urge you all to commit yourselves, your friends, 
neighbours and families to constantly raise Na Fi-
anna’s need for new training and playing facilities over 
the months ahead. 
 

WHY NA FIANNA NEEDS ADDITIONAL  FACILITIES  
 
Overstretched 
 
As we have pointed out to you before, one of the ma-
jor issues concerning the current Na Fianna Executive 
is that of providing adequate playing and training fa-
cilities for the club and its members.  As many of you 
will know, we have been doing a lot to develop our 
own facilities including upgrading our own main pitch 
as well as the pitches at St Vincent’s CBS.  With a fair 
wind we’ll be proceeding with the redevelopment of 
the old all-weather pitch later this year. 
 
However, due to the phenomenal growth in the club’s 
membership (see facts and figures article), we are 
going to need more facilities – particularly for juve-
niles. 
 
In terms of the facilities we currently have – we’re 
overstretched and there are some developments com-
ing down the tracks which will stretch us beyond 
breaking point.  For example, the population in our 
catchment area is going to grow with major redevelop-
ments taking place in Phibsboro/Mountjoy and Glas-
nevin – however, despite considerable efforts on the 
club’s behalf, the developments plans for these areas 
don’t provide for more playing facilities. 
 
The development of the Metro North (and as you may 
know from the recent Budget coverage it will be going 
ahead) is going to take out the pitch we share with 
Ballymun Kickhams in Albert College Park for a cou-
ple of years, at least.  This will particularly affect the 
U13s and U14s who use this facility for their home 
matches. 
 
 
Process of Engagement 
 
However, all is not doom and gloom.  The club Execu-
tive has started a process of engagement with key 
policy makers on our need for more facilities.  We 
have had ongoing meetings with the Rail Procurement 
Agency (RPA) as well as Dublin City Council. 
 
In addition, last year, we held a meeting in the club 
with a large number of public representatives from all 
of the parties in the area to explain our need for their 
support on the provision of facilities.  The public repre-
sentatives attending included: Dublin Central – Cyp-
rian Brady TD, Joe Costello TD, Senator Paschal 
Donohoe, Cllr Mary O'Shea; Dublin North West – Pat 
Carey TD, Roisin Shortall TD, Cllr Julia Carmichael, 
Cllr Andrew Montague and Cllr Bill Tormey.  Some 
other public representatives were not in a position to 
attend but contacted us to offer their support including 
Bertie Ahern TD, the late Tony Gregory TD, Cllr Mary 
Fitzpatrick, Cllr John Lyons, Cllr Christy Burke and Cllr 
Seamas McGrattan. Also we have been meeting, and 



Facilities Campaign contd. 
 

 

Na Fianna – Some Key Facts and 
Figures 
 
Na Fianna is now the largest GAA club on Dublin’s 
northside and the second biggest in the county.  In-
deed, we can safely say that Na Fianna is now 
amongst the top three or four teams in the country in 
terms of membership. 
 
In 2003, the club had a combined juvenile and adult 
membership of around 1,500 members.  This has now 
grown to 2,500 – a 64% increase over five years.  
Truly phenomenal! 
 
 

35% of our players are now female – a proportion that 
is likely to rise if current trends continue. 
 
We field over 90 teams in terms of the various codes 
and have over 250 volunteer mentors – both adult and 
juvenile – as well as hundreds of other people who 
provide invaluable assistance with things like the Lotto 
and the social and cultural side of the club. 

 

 Campaign Update 
 
Griffith Park 
 
The proposal to make the upper corner of Griffith Park 
accessible for training/playing is progressing well – 
the terms of access are currently being agreed and 
preparation work has started. It is likely to be ready for 
usage in September. The draft terms will confine us-
age to U12 or younger with portable goals to be used.  
  
There was support among councillors of all political 
parties and we received particular assistance from 
Mary Fizpatrick and Mary O'Shea – who drove for-
ward a motion to the Council’s Central Area Commit-
tee.  This motion was supported unanimously by all 
sitting councilors and we would like to thank them for 
their support. 
 
Other Facilities 
 
We met with the individual responsible for assessing 
(on behalf of the City of Dublin VEC) the current and 
potential usage (and development) of the Whitehall 
Sportsgrounds (Plunket College).This review is being 
carried out in conjunction with Dublin City Council. 
  
Discussions with St Pats, Drumcondra have pro-
gressed and we would hope to conclude them soon 
and get access to the pitch there. 
  
Formal approaches to All Hallows, Rosmini and 
Clonliffe College all met with declines which is excep-
tionally disappointing given that these premises all 
have pitches which are not in use in the evenings and 
at the weekends. 
 
 
Albert College 
  
We have continued dialogue with the Rail Procure-
ment Agency in relation to Albert College – the devel-
opment of Metro North would deprive us of the pitch 
for up to two years and there is as yet not offer of 
compensation or alternative facilities. We made a sub-
mission in response to the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) and are lined-up to participate in the 
Oral Hearings when resumed. 
 
 
Other Developments 
  
Earlier, submissions were made in relation to the 
Phibsboro/Mountjoy LAP and also the proposed rede-
velopment of Grangegorman. 
  
A significant breakthrough has been made in gaining 
access to training facilities in Longmeadows, Island-
bridge which we rent from St Brigids. 

 MALE FEMALE TOTAL 
ADULT PLAY-
ING 

333 120 453 

JUVENILE 713 440 1,153 

FAMILY/ 
NON-PLAYING 

416 477 893 

TOTAL 1,462 1,037 2,499 

  2003* 2008* CHANGE 

(%) 

ADULT PLAY-

ING 

202 453 +124 

JUVENILE 643 1,153 +79 

FAMILY/ 

NON-PLAYING 

675 893 +32 

TOTAL 1,520 2,499 +64 

NO. OF 

TEAMS 

50 94 +88 



Games Update 
U14C Feile Footballers – Don’t Forget the Sun Cream ! 
 
"Don't forget the sun cream?" Charlie texted me as I got out of bed on May 
2nd the morning of the Division 6 Feile na Peil in Na Fianna. Charlie was 
right we were blessed with a sunny day as the under 14Cs strutted their 
stuff on the main pitch in Mobhi Road. Being on the main pitch was a rare 
treat for our players as most of them had not played on this pitch since they 
were in the nursery. The fine weather was also a miracle as the pitch was 
only deemed playable on the morning of the competition. 
 
May 2nd showed the club at its best. Wherever you looked people were giv-
ing of their best to a common cause. It was a day on which more than one 
team performed and and we would like to thank them all. Firstly, the players 
themselves, who were a credit to the club, played their hearts out to reach the semi final. Secondly, the food and 
hospitality tea/ sandwich co-ordinators (led by Ann Ryan) put on a feast for visitors and our players alike in the Halla. 

Thirdly, to Cormac O Sullivan, who was ably assisted by Con Daly, Brendan 
Roddy and Gerry Whelan, for co-ordinating the smooth running of the day off 
the pitch. Fourthly, to the administrators and groundstaff who gave us the privi-
lege of a home venue. Finally, I would like to thank my fellow mentors for their 
efforts in preparing the team for the big day and for continually encouraging the 
boys on the pitch. 
 
The day ended with disappointment in the semi final however it was great to 
see the applause for "players from parents" and for "parents from players". It 
was a day they will all remember not least because they put so much into it. 
 
Declan Fitzgerald/ Dave Williams 
U 14C Mentors 

 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 
 

Camogie Thriving at Na Fianna 
 
The Camogie Section in Na Fianna is thriving.  We started our 2009 season in the spring with the first juvenile fix-
tures being played at the beginning of March and our adult fixtures commencing in April. The club has registered with 
the County Board our highest number of registrations to date.  Na Fianna has now over 15 juvenile teams registered 
and three adult teams.  Our numbers have increased significantly at U9 through to U11 with Na Fianna now fielding 
three teams at each of these levels.  The good work being done at our nursery level for the past few years is now 
being reflected in our increasing numbers.  We welcome the new mentors that have joined us and wish all our teams 
and mentors the very best of luck in the season ahead. 
 
We have many of our club players representing our county at both juvenile and adult level:- 
 
County Panels 
 
U14 – Claire Murray, Cliona McCullagh, Roisin Baker. 
U16 – Lucy Collins, Khloe Dillon Coote, Laura Tarr, Aine Gaughan. 
Junior – Hannah McInerney, Niamh Garraghan, Grainne Ryan, Roisin Murphy, Niamh Burns. 
Senior – Elaine O’Meara, Arlene Cushen. 
 
Development Panels 
 
U13 – Laura Mulvey, Vanessa Boland, Aoife McKenna, Blaithin McQuillan, Heather Gough 
U15 – Eleanor Buggy 
 
We wish our club players the very best of luck in their All Ireland Championship and Leinster Championship matches.  
Please come and support our players and county when you get the opportunity.  The county match details are 
posted regularly on both the club website and the club noticeboards.  Regular updates and Information on camogie 
can be found on the Dublin camogie website www.dublincamogie.ie 
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Na Fianna Handballers go from 
strength to strength 
  
Na Fianna’s juvenile handballers have been to the 
fore in representing Dublin in the Leinster champi-
onships and have carried their county and club 
colours with great pride. 
 
For example, Brian Treanor was narrowly defeated 
in the provincial final by Killkenny in the under 17 
singles 14-15, 15-7, 8-15. Brian is actually under 
16 so was a year younger than his opponent. Brian 
has improved a great deal over the last year so he 
will be back next year and will hope to go one bet-
ter.  Well done Brian. 
 
Pierce Caulfield and Sean Griffin were beaten by 
the narrowest margin in the final of the under 15 
doubles by Kildare after winning easily agajnst 
Killkenny in the semi final 15-6, 15-5. They were 
very unlucky to lose the first game in the final 15-
14, but came back fighting and took the second 
game 15-8.  The third game was a tense one from 
the start Kildare getting away 6-2 early on but it 
was all level at 9 all and then we fell behind again 
and came back to 14 all and lost out 15-14.The 
lads played great stuff and hopefully will be back to 
fight again next year.  The final score was 14-15, 
15-8, 14-15. 
 
Ciaran Tynan played in the under 13 singles but 
was beaten in the quarter final by a classy player 
from Carlow and played great stuff for his second 
outing in the Dublin colours.  Ciaran will go places 
if he sticks at it. 
 
However, we have also had great success at the 
most senior level too. 
 
Two of our oldest members recently won the over 
65A 40X20 All Ireland final in Abbeylara, co Long-
ford.  Pat Ryan who spends all of his time coach-
ing the young handballers really deserves great 
praise along with his partner, Ned Flynn.  They 
started slowly and went 12-2 behind but dug in and 
leveled at 18 all and eventually won the first game 
21-18.  Pat got a great toss going around the 
house in the second game and must have killed 
about 12 balls stone dead off the back wall from 
weak returns.  They won the second game 21-10. 
 
Final result in the All Ireland over 65A 40X20 dou-
bles: 
 
Pat Ryan and Ned Flynn (Dublin) beat P. Walsh 
and P. May (Sligo) 21-18, 21-10. 

 
First Winners of Player of the 
Month Awards Announced 

 
Congratulations to the winners of the new Ebano 
H a i r  S t u d i o / S l e n d e r  H e a l t h  
Beauticians and Gym ‘Players of the Month’ 
a w a r d s  f o r  A p r i l  –  H u r l i n g :  
Fergal Breathnach; Football: David Quinn; 
C a m o g i e :  R o i s i n  M u r p h y ;  
Ladies Football: Hannah McInerney.  Winners all 
r e c e i v e d  € 1 0 0  w o r t h  o f  
gift vouchers and are pictured with Ebano’s owner 
and club member, Eamonn Rainsford and Na Fi-
anna Cathaoirleach, Gerry Donohoe. 
 

U10 Camogie – Making Progress 
 
The 1999 girls have been back training since mid 
January in preparation for the U10 camogie league 
which started this year on March 15th. In order to 
accommodate as many as possible of the forty 
plus girls who regularly turn up for training on the 
back pitch every Saturday morning, a decision was 
taken this year to enter three teams in the U10 
camogie league. We have been placed in one of 
the two-team groups, and one of the one-team 
groups. This decision has been mirorred at age 
groups above and below as as Na Fianna has 
three camogie teams at U9, U10 and U11!! This is 
testament to the continuing growth of interest in 
juvenile camogie within the club.  
 
Having played in the inaugural U9 camogie league 
last year, the 1999 girls are benefitting from the 
experience they gained as a result of that partici-
pation. All three teams have had a promising start 
to the season, and we look forward to continued 
solid performance from the girls as they play more 
and more games together over the course of the 
season. Training sessions are held every Saturday 
morning on the back pitch, and matches are at 
10am on Sunday mornings for all three teams. 
Thanks to all the mentors who volunteer their time 
to train the girls and prepare them for the league 
matches, and to the parents who turn out in their 
numbers to support and encourage them at train-
ing and matches. 



Club News 
 
Strangers in the Night 
  
Does anyone recognise the man below?   
 
He’s Stephen Hegarty, the man who captained Na 
Fianna to the club’s last Dublin Minor Hurling 
Championship in 1981—28 years ago! 
 
I met Stephen one night on the commuter train he 
conducts from New York city to New Haven, Con-
necticut last January.  Stephen keeps up to date 
on Na Fianna through regular visits to the website 
and wishes all his old (and not so old) friends well. 
 
Pat Montague 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Camps 2009 
Details of the summer camps at Na Fianna have 
just emerged. 
 
There is an advanced camp for kids aged between 
13-16 from June 23-26 while the main club camp 
will last for two and a half weeks from the 1 to 18 
July. 
 
The VHI Cul camps will take place in August with 
the hurling/camogie camp on from 10-14 August 
and the football camp from 17-21. 
 
Application forms and other details in relation to 
prices will become available in early June. 
 
Visit www.clgnafianna.ie for updates over the com-
ing weeks as well as the club notes in the Evening 
Herald and the emails to the newsgroup. 
 

 
FÁS Community Employment 
Scheme 
 
To bring all of you up to date, the Executive de-
cided at its meeting on 11 March not to renew the 
Community Employment (known widely as FAS) 
scheme, which has now lapsed.   
 
The decision was based on an evaluation of the 
following:  
 
a. The work being done for the club's benefit (the 
scheme participants had a training agenda set by 
FAS alongside work done for the club's benefit);  
b. The time and energy required to oversee the 
scheme;  
c. How the scheme has interfaced with the club in 
general.  
 
Account was also taken of the materials supplied 
to us under the scheme (and cost savings through 
not having the scheme).  
 
After a detailed review and assessment of all of the 
above and a lengthy discussion, the Executive 
Committee unanimously decided not to renew the 
scheme.  
 
Going forward, work by our own volunteers will 
pick up a good deal of the work which was done by 
the participants, while some part-time work will 
arise; some of what was being done (e.g. the set-
ting out of tables for functions) will be covered by 
the bar staff.  
 
The CE scheme has been in place for eight years 
a n d  a  r a n g e  o f  m e m b e r s  
involved in the various Sponsor Groups made a 
significant contribution to the Club over that period 
in a way largely unseen and unappreciated.  
 
We wish all the scheme participants well in their 
new placements and thank them for the contribu-
tion they made to Na Fianna. The support provided 
by the government/EU in funding the scheme over 
the years is also acknowledged.  
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Lisneys continue their sponsorship of Mini-Leagues 
 
Since 2004, Lisney have been the proud sponsors of Na Fianna’s annual mini 
leagues and are delighted to announce that this association will be continuing with 
this year’s event. 
  
Lisney Drumcondra specialise in the sale of all types 
of residential property within the locality and recently 
opened a dedicated Northside lettings department 
which in only six months has proved to be an enor-
mous success.  
  

In the ever difficult economic environment it is vital to get the best professional prop-
erty advice and Darren Chambers, Emer Costello and Barry Flood of your local Lisney 
team are always delighted to discuss any of your property queries with you and are 
available to meet six days a week. For members selling or letting a property with Lis-
ney there will be a 10% discount on professional fees. Call 01-88 40700 or 087-
8177009 for further information. 
 
The registration process is now underway and Mini League registration forms are now 
available in the club – registration is open to all from U10s downwards – and registra-
tion is due to close by Monday, 25 May. The Mini Leagues will commence on Monday, 1 June and conclude with 
Family Day on Sunday, 21 June  
 

U10 girl footballers in action in 
last year’s  Mini Leagues 

Ellen Connolly and Ellen 
McCarville save an almost 
certain goal in 2008 
Camogie Mini Leagues 
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The annual Sale of Work – organised as ever by Martin Quilty, and a large group of volunteers – was held in the 
clubhouse on the afternoon of March 8th.  
 
All the usual stalls from previous years were there – the book stall, bric-a-brac, toys, CDs & DVDs – and all had 
huge amounts of donations from members as always. The book stall was the usual eclectic mix of children's books, 
novels, biographies and sports and travel books. This year we benefitted from generous donations from local busi-
nesses for the fresh fruit & veg, and bread & cakes stalls.  
 
The tea and biscuits did brisk business all afternoon as the thirsty shoppers took a break to quench their thirst. The 
wheel of fortune and bottle stall provided plenty of ‘atmosphere’ in the main hall and had a great variety of prizes on 
offer for the lucky ticketholders.  
 
In the handball alley, there was a constant flow of traffic around the sportswear stall, where there were great bar-
gains to be had as always. A new addition this year was the jewellery stall, which attracted plenty of interest in the 
wares on sale.  
 
The presence of several tropical plants on the fruit and veg stall added something of an exotic feel to the fruit and 
veg stall until they were sold. There were tickets on sale for the raffle, and also for the fundraising night at Harolds 
Cross Greyhound Racing a week later.  
 
All in all, it drew great crowds into the club as it does year on year, and was another successful fundraiser for the 
club. 
 
 


