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Na Fianna Township Volunteers Return 
 
On Friday 28, November, 2008 four Na Fianna mentors Fergal Brophy, Oliver 
Casserly, Finbar Gaffney (Under 11 boys) and Jim Aughney (under 10 girls) left 
Dublin Airport and travelled to Cape Town, South Africa as part of the Niall Mel-
lon Township Trust Building Blitz. Over 2,000 Irish volunteers – from the 
building trades and helpers from all walks of life – took part this year in the big-
gest ever humanitarian aid project from Ireland and arguably one of the biggest 
aid efforts ever on this planet. 
 
The four Na Fianna volunteers had raised 
over €28,000 for the Township cause much 
of it with generous support from members of 

Na Fianna. The 2,000 volunteers were successful in building 253 houses for 
shack dwellers in a township called Khayelitsha south of Cape Town airport in 
just over one week. 
The houses are two bed-rooms, a bathroom and a living-room/kitchen.  Total 
area 400 square feet – like a bad one-room apartment in Dublin. 
 
The Khayalitsha township, which was first set up under Apartheid 24 years ago, 
now ''houses'' over one million people with unemployment rates of over 50pc 
and high incidences of Aids/HIV. Most of the 900 children who come into a local 
school we visited try to get in early on Monday morning because they may not 
have had anything to eat all weekend. 
 
In addition to the 253 houses which are spread out in clusters in the township and go to those on the top of the 
State housing lists, the Niall Mellon Township Trust was involved in preparing the school's community centre for 
use as an assembly hall and a function room for weddings etc as well as a garden and 
playground. 

                      
The Na Fianna volunteers were heavily involved in building playgrounds for 
the local children with concrete elephants and crocodiles to climb over and a 
maze to run through. The Na Fianna volunteers were also involved in the 
building of vegetable plots in the local school where children can be taught 
self-sufficiency. As part of the project, the school-children were invited to 
decorate the community hall with art work. Na Fianna volunteers hanging 
this multi-cultural art work art high on the walls of the community centre en-
sured that the figure playing hurling was wearing a Na Fianna jersey. 
 
An attempt to colour the concrete maze in true blue (i.e. Dublin) colours was 
only semi-successful as many of the gardeners hail from Belfast and wanted 
the Antrim colours. This resulted in a children's' maze with exterior walls in 

sky-blue and internal walls in saffron. The Peace Process at work. 
 
The four Na Fianna volunteers are now back in the club and looking forward to becoming active in club affairs 
again.  I speak for them all when I say that we all learned a lot out in the township and perhaps the complaints and 
the whingeing we hear about the Irish economy will be less frequent in the future when we remember those we left 
behind in the shacks. Nor do I want to paint a gloomy 
picture of the hardships in Cape Town – it was very hot, it was very dusty, some of us came down with chest infec-
tions and infected cuts but the spirit of the 2,000 volunteers was 
amazing. As the vice-principal of the school told us – ''you have 
changed our view of white people''. One school-child told her 
teacher the Irish builders were angels – ''they come from no-
where and help the people''. 
                       
So many, many thanks to all the people who supported the Na 
Fianna Four. Without your help we could not have accomplished 
what we did. Great things can be achieved when numbers of 
people come together in a common cause. 
 
Mile buiochas, 
 
Jim Aughney. 



Success for Juvenile Camogie Players 
 
Recently the Dublin County Board hosted the Juvenile Camogie presentations and Na Fianna had four teams pick-
ing up awards/medals.   
 
Congratulations to our U14 team who received plaque and medals as winners of the Division 2 championship, U13 
team who received runners-up medals for both league and championship and U15 teams who received medals as 
runners-up in league.  The Under 16B Camogie team also won the Division 3 championship. 
 
Laura Mulvey (U12 Division 1, Group 1) and Lucy Collins (U15) received Club Player of the year awards. 
 
(For more photos go to www.dublincamogie.ie)   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Ailish Maye who was recently honoured as Dublin Junior Camogie Player of the Year. Bon Voy-
age to herself and her sister Ciara as they set off for a long holiday to Australia where they hope to enjoy Lá Nollag 
on Bondi Beach! 
 

Captain Eimear Duff accepting U14 
trophy 

Under 14s celebrate their champion-
ship victory  

Captain Lorna with U16B 
trophy.  

Under 13s in championship action.  Victorious U 16B squad.  



Great Year for Na Fianna’s Hurlers 
 
2008 was a great year for hurling at Na Fianna with the senior 
team progressing very well in the county championship and a 
number of our players featuring with distinction for Dublin. 
 
This progress was encapsulated by the fact that Tomás Brady 
was chosen as the 'Dublin Young Player of the Year' at the 
recent 'Friends of Dublin Hurling' function in the Grand Hotel, 
Malahide.  Congrats Tomás. 
 
Well done as well to Dáire Ó Maoléidigh on being chosen as a 
sub on the Evening Herald Dubs Stars team in his first year in 
Senior Hurling. 
 
Central to our progress during 2008 and recent years was 
Colm Ó Ceallacháin, the senior team’s manager until recently.  
Colm’s passion, energy and skill drove our group of young 
players to heights many of them couldn’t have imagined.  For 
this big thanks are due.  Take a bow Colm. 
 
 

 
Leinster Colleges Hurling Medal Winners 

 
Adam Ronayne, Conor Mc Hugh, Conor Stone, Aaron Jesson 
and Mark O Dea (all stalwarts of our U14 hurling panel) were 
recently presented with two Leinster Colleges hurling winners 
medals on 6 November last.  
 
Well done lads. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

U-16 A Footballers Shine 
 
The U 16A footballers finished the season playing some of the best football we have ever played. 
 
We had great away wins against Judes and Ballyboden as well as good home wins against Vincents and Raheny. 
The win against Raheny was particularly edifying as we produced a brilliant burst of attacking football that saw us 
score 1 -11 to 0 -1 in the second half. Those present at this display were the lucky ones.  
 
We kept up the pressure on the eventual winners Thomas Davis but unfortunately we were depending on other 
teams to do us favours. Raheny took a point of Thomas Davis but this was not enough. We lost the league by a 
point and can look back at the loss against Barrog as the one that cost us.  
 
The performances, dedication and application of the team was top class and the management had very few quib-
bles. For that we thank the lads. There are some very tasty players in this group. Hopefully they will continue to 
shine in years to come.  
 
Our thanks to all the parents and club officials who supported us throughout.  
 
Finally, a word of thanks to Mikey Maher and his dad, Michael. They added a lot 
to our mix and we will be sorry to see them leave. Thanks Mikey. Thanks Michael. 
 
Good luck to you both. 
 
Karl Higgins 

Tomás Brady receiving his Dublin 
Young Player of the Year Award   



 
 

Scor na nÓg 2008/2009 
 
Na Fianna juveniles entered Scór na nÓg this year, after an absence of several years. We enjoyed great success. 
Initially we had an internal ‘Club Scór Night’ which proved to be a great social occasion, enjoyed by young and old. 
We entered five categories in the Dublin semi-final and all qualified for the Final. 
 
1. Céilí Dancing : Clíona and Eoin McCullagh, Brian and Laura Fay, Seán Griffin, Orla Keegan, Aoife Kavanagh                    
and Cathal Ó Braonáin 
2. Solo Singing : Niamh Gleeson 
3. Recitation : Maebh Ní Dálaigh 
4. Instrumental Music : Tom and John Kenny, Cathal Barron, Owen Flanagan and Ciarán Lowry 
Quiz : Conor Whooley, Eve O’Brien and Daniel Flaherty 
 
In the Dublin Final, both dancers and quiz team won their respective competitions and so qualified for the Leinster 
Semi-final in The Downs, Co. Westmeath, along with the winners from four other counties. Despite their best ef-
forts, the Quiz team were narrowly defeated but the Céilí Dancers progressed to the Leinster Final on 11th Jan. 
next. In fact, they are the only Dublin representatives to progress to this stage. 
 
Congratulations to all the young people who participated and thanks to the adults who helped along the way includ-
ing Aidín Uí Mhaoléidigh (Céilí Dancing), Emma Lowry and Ger Flanagan (Instrumental Music) and Noel Coughlan 
(Quiz Team). All involved learned from and enjoyed the experience and are looking forward to taking part again 
next year. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Scór 
 
The Adult Scór celebrates its 40th year in existence in 2009 and so we are calling on all talented adults in the club to 
make an effort to become involved. The first round of the Dublin Competition will take place in mid-February. You 
have a chance to brush up on your singing, dancing, recitations and general knowledge over the Christmas perion 
and then contact Ann Ryan (086 3400387) or Yvonne Duggan (087 6501948) 
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The club held a successful AGM at the end of October and the following were elected to the Executive:  
 
Big thank you to Yvonne Duggan, who decided not to go forward this  
year, for all her work on the social and cultural committee. 
 

 
Club Chairman 
 
Gerry Donohoe 
 
 
 
Assistant Chairman 
 
Paul Mc Carville 
 
 
 
Club Secretary 
 
Jim Aughney 
 
 
 
Assistant Secretary 
 
Des Ó Dubhlainn 
 
 
 
Treasurer  
 
John Mangan 
 
 
Assistant Treasurer 
 
Downey Keegan 
 
 
 
Juvenile Games Chairman 
 
Colum Ó Crónin  

 
Adult Games Chairman 
 
Thomas Ó Riann 
 
 
Executive Member 
 
Tom Brady 
 
 
Public Relations Officer 
 
Pat Montague 
 
 
 
Executive Member 
 
Declan Ó  Sullivan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
        No Picture 
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As Christmas approaches, the Na Fianna Execu-
tive would like to wish all members, friends, 
supporters and their families a Happy and 
Peaceful Christmas.  
  
Due to all of your efforts 2008 was a good year 
for the club.  2009 promises to be a critical year 
for the club in terms of our future development 
and we look forward to your continued support 
in this regard.  
  
Finally, a big thank you to Karl Maher, who 
works with the club's FAS Scheme, for his in-
valuable support in putting this newsletter to-
gether.  
  
Pat Montague,  Na Fianna PRO  �
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NEW YEAR’S 
EVE PARTY 

@ CLG Na Fianna 
DECEMBER 31ST  

    

2008 
 

Music Till Late 
 

Tickets €10 PER PERSON 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Tickets Available At Bar or Contact Stephen Behan or Ciara 
Fitzgerald  


